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Housing for families and communities 

today and tomorrow.

Â Housing:
Ç Close to shopping, work and/or school

Ç In good repair

Ç Energy efficient 

Ç Affordable 

Ç Mix of housing types for diverse families

Ç Adaptive reuse of existing buildings

Â Transportation
Ç Complete streets (bike paths, sidewalks)

Ç Connected streets

Ç Transit/car-sharing mechanisms



Planning at the Federal Level

Â June, 2009: HUD ïTransportation ïEnergy 

Sustainable Communities Partnership Agreement

Â Goals: 

Ç Increased transportation choices

Ç Promote affordable housing

Ç Enhance economic competitiveness

Ç Support existing communities

Ç Coordinate policies/leverage investment

Ç Value communities and neighborhoods



HUD/Transportation/Energy Sustainable 

Communities Partnership

Â Actions:

1. Enhance integrated planning and investment 

2. Provide vision for sustainable growth

3. Redefine housing affordability and make it 

transparent

4. Redevelop underutilized sites

5. Develop livability measures

6. Align DOT, EPA and HUD programs

7. Undertake joint research



HUD 2010 Approved Budget
Sustainable Communities Initiative

Å$150 million set aside in HUD-CPD budget  for the new Sustainable 

Communities Initiative

Å$100 million for Regional Integrated Planning Grants ñto support the 

linking of transportation and land use planning,ò (At least 25 million for 

areas less than 500,000.)

Å$40 million for Community Challenge Planning grants ñto foster reform 

and reduce barriers to achieve affordable, economically vital, and 

sustainable communities.ò

Å$10 million  to a joint HUD-Transportation research effort

ÅSecretaries of HUD and Transportation to jointly establish grant criteria 

and performance measures.

ÅOther potential in 100 million ñEnergy Innovation Fundò and portions of 

ñTransformation Initiativeò funding.



US DOT Livable Communities Initiative 

Funds
Â Tuesday, December 1, 2009

U.S. Transportation Secretary Announces $280 Million for Streetcars
First Funds for Administration's Livability Initiative Will Create Jobs

Â $280 million -- urban circulators (streetcars, buses, and bus facilities) to support 
communities, expand business opportunities and improve peopleôs quality of life.
Ç $130 million (25m per project) in unallocated discretionary New Starts/Small Starts Program funds 

for streetcars and other urban circulator systems. Priority will be given to projects that connect 
destinations and foster the redevelopment of communities into walkable, mixed use, high-density 
environments.

Ç $150 million in unallocated discretionary Bus and Bus Facility funds  for projects that foster the 
preservation and enhancement of urban and rural communities by providing new mobility options 
which provide access to jobs, healthcare, and education, and/or contribute to the redevelopment of 
neighborhoods into pedestrian-friendly vibrant environments.

Â The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) plans to announce grants early in 2010.

Â First batch of funding by the Obama Administration for its Livability Initiative,  (joint venture 
of the U.S. DOT, (HUD) and EPA).



Federal Actions, September 2009

Â EPA website ïpotential zoning and land use 

ordinance revisions. 

Â http://www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/essential_fix

es.htm. 

http://www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/essential_fixes.htm
http://www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/essential_fixes.htm


State Actions

Â California: Metropolitan Planning Organizations required 

to plan housing and transportation to reduce greenhouse 

emissions (Senate Bill 375)

Â Arizona: Statutes mandate Smart Growth initiative for 

municipalities and counties. 

Arizona Smart Growth scorecard: Does your general/comprehensive plan

address the following housing issues: elimination of substandard dwelling

conditions, the improvement of housing quality, variety and affordability, 

provision of adequate sites for housing and identification and analysis of 

existing and forecasted housing needs?



Regional actions

Â Envision Utah (Chapter Two, Housing Needs)

Â Imagine Greater Tucson



Local/Regional planning opportunities

Â General/Comprehensive Plan updates

Â Consolidated Plan updates

Â Transportation Plan updates

Â Local visioning processes/groups

Â Regular land use code/ building code/subdivision  
revision processes

Â Advocacy by Housing Commissions/coalitions for 
State wide changes

Â Funding decisions: CDBG/LIHTC/HOME/Use of 
public land



What are the planning opportunities to 

create sustainable affordable housing?

Â 9 principles

Â Numerous opportunities

Drachman Institute



#1 Use Land Wisely

Â9.2 million acres of State Trust 

Land. 



Use Land Wisely:

Reuse of surplus public property



Sustainable Planning Principles/ 

Opportunities

Â #1: Use Land Wisely:
Â Conservative approach when converting land to urban 

uses.

Â Identify priority development areas where future growth 

can be channeled at sufficient density to take advantage 

of existing infrastructure.

Â Revisit setback requirements in zoning code.



Planning principles/opportunities

#2 Reinvest in existing urban structures 

Â Prioritize housing rehab with CDBG/HOME and 

other funding sources, including rental rehab.

Â Revise current housing rehab programs to 

include weatherization, energy appliance 

upgrades.



Rental Rehab



Planning principles/opportunities

Â #3 Reinvest in existing urban neighborhoods

Ç Make streets in older neighborhoods more livable

sidewalks, trees, shaded bus stops, bike lanes.  Clear 

paths to bus stops.

Ç Encourage adaptive re-use of underutilized 

property for housing/trip generating uses. 

Do you have a rehab code?

Ç Identify vacant land for infill development. 

Prioritize funding for its purchase for affordable housing. 
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